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BAYPORT PUBLIC HEARING
December 12, 2001, 7:30 PM
George R. Brown Convention Center

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has announced that the public hearing for comments on the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) on Bayport will be on December 12 at the George R. Brown Convention
Center in downtown Houston. The Corps has changed the date for this hearing severa times, so call the
GBCPA office (281-326-3343) to confirm. Everyone going to the DEIS hearing should aim to address the
following five points — five anticipated weaknesses in the DEIS.

?REFUSAL TO PROVIDE REGIONAL ?NEED TO ANALYZE EFFECTSOF
ANALYSISOF PORT AND RAIL DREDGING CHANNEL TO 50 FEET
COMBINED Because the planned wharves are engineered to 50
Because the proposed Bayport container port and feet, the current analysis of dredging to only 45 feet
new rail from Bayport to Highway 3 are is inadequate. With wharves engineered to 50 feet,
neighboring projects, being proposed an additional 5 feet of dredging is areasonably
simultaneously, there is a strong case for requiring a foreseeable future action.
combined EIS.
?LACK OF SMALL PARTICLE ?UNJUSTIFIED REDUCTION OF
ANALYSISIN ASSESSMENT OF "JURISDICTIONAL" WETLAND
EFFECTSON AIR QUALITY ACREAGE AT SITE
The Corps has said that they are not going to Port plansin 1998 identified 209 acres of wetlands
analyze small particle pollution, but mounting on the Bayport site. By 2001 the wetland acreage
evidence indicates significant negative human being considered "jurisdictiona™ by the Corps was
health effects from such a concentration of trucks, just 2.5 acres.

ships, and rail traffic.

?INADEQUATE ASSESSMENT OF

REGIONAL LAND USE CHANGES
Development of this port and rail would threaten residential property
values by creating substantial industrial sprawl across the entire Bay area.
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The Bayport draft EISisduefor release If you' d rather glance over acopy, drop in at the
November 12. To request a copy (printed or on new GBCPA Office, 2600 NASA Road 1,

CD), contact: Suite 103, open 9 am. to 1 p.m. GBCPA’s

Mr. Kerry Stanley, phone, (409) 766-6345 technical team will be preparing formal response;
email, kerry.m.stanley@swg02.usace.ar my.mil comments will be taken until February 5.

Attending this hearing isthe single most important contribution
most of us can make in the Bayport fight.
Don't missit!




AND NOW ARAILROAD

On August 21, 2001, the Burlington
Northern-Santa Fe Railroad announced plansto
construct a 13-mile loop track from the Bayport
industrial district to Highway 3, south of Ellington
Field. BNSF, along with itslimited partners,
Equistar Chemicals, Lyondell Chemicals, Atofina
Petrochemicals, and Basell, USA, are seeking a
permit for this track.

The prospect of getting a new railroad and a
new container port clearly makes for enormous
cumulative impacts. Thiswould mean that amajor
new industrial corridor would bound Clear Lake to
the north. To residents, two such large projects not
just close together but immediately adjacent to each
other mean that their effects must be jointly
evaluated. Both, for example, have considerable air

pollution and traffic implications. GBCPA has
formally notified both the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (which would issue the permit to
construct the Bayport container facility) and the
Surface Transportation Board (responsible for the
railroad permit) of the need for ajoint Environ-
mental Impact Statement on the two proposed
projects.

The composition of the cargoes listed for
rail transport by Burlington Northern-Santa Fe from
the Bayport industrial district includes ethylene
oxide, ethylene glycol and derivative products,
propylene oxide, ethylene, polypropylene, poly -
ethylene, styrene, and polystyrene, presenting clear
hazardous materials concerns.
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WE HAVE A BAYKEEPER

GBCPA has become a parent. It's been designated " Galveston Baykeeper" by the National Waterkeeper
Alliance, an umbrella organization for regional Keeper programs. The first full-time Riverkeeper was hired
on New Y ork's Hudson River in 1983. Now there are 73 in North and Central America and Europe, each
operating through alocal environmental group. The alianceisan environmenta "neighborhood watch"
program, acitizens patrol. It aso providesanationa bank of expertise and legal resourcesto back up local
waterway conservation. Galveston Bay is a hardworking estuary with alarge human population and a
considerable burden of shipping and industrial pollution. Obvioudly it needs a Baykeeper —awatchdog
always on duty, along-term advocate for the Bay, and a network to help ensure sustainable use. Thanks go
to Charlotte Cherry of the GBCPA Board of Directors for obtaining this designation for GBCPA. Watch the
regular press for more about Baykeeper.
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CONTACT GBCPA

The Galveston Bay Conservancy Group invites everyone interested

to join the electronic communications forum of GBCPA. This Galveston Bay Conservation and

e-Group allows GBCPA to distribute meeting notices and Preservation Association

information quickly. To subscribe, please send an e-mail addressed " Randa McCartney, Office Manager

asfollows: G B C 2600 NASA Road 1, Suite 103
vestonBayonservancy - P.O. Box 323, Seabrook, Texas 77586

subscribe@yahoogr oups.com
Or you can join on-line by directing your web browser to:
http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/
GalvestonBayConservancy

and selecting JOIN. Follow the on-screen prompts. With moderator
approva and your own ID and password, you will gain full accessto
the site.

Laurence W. Tobin, Moderator, Galveston Bay Conservancy

(Office hours- 9:00am. —1 p.m.)
Phone: 281-326-3343

Fax: 281-326-3312

E-mail: gbcpa@gbcpa.org

Check out our website at www.gbcpa.org







MAKE YOUR GBCPA DONATION COUNT EVEN MORE

Have your employer match your contribution
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GBCPA appreciates the generous financial support of the community. Aswe near the DEIS release, your donation is more critica
than ever. We still have available a matching grant which doubles the amount of your donation. Another strategy for leveraging our
dollarsisto ask your employer if they also match employee contributions to 501 (c) (3) organizations — many do and your payroll
department can make thi s happen easily. GBCPA recently received a generous beguest of $500 that was matched by Enron Corp.; this
$1000 was then matched again by GBCPA’s grantor for atotal contribution of $2000. Please investigate this opportunity at your
workplace and make your dollars work harder for GBCPA.

Send your tax-deductible contributions to GBCPA, P.O. Box 323, Seabrook, TX 77586.
| would like to support GBCPA at the following level:

Benefactor:  $1000 Sponsoring: $500 Supporting: $250
Sustaining:  $100 Contributing:  $50 Regular: $25
Name
Address
City TX, Zip
Phone Email
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Other ways to get in touch with GBCPA are by phone: 281-326-3343 or email: gbcpa@gbcpa.org

Galveston Bay Conservation
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Bayport is the Wrong Place!




